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The Masses
Photo by Britni West. Allendale CI (Fairfax, South Carolina) 2/22/20.
Due to SCDC policy we are not allowed to show faces of those incarcerated.



OUR MISSION

is to/ break down institutional barriers torecordingi music'in"prisonsfand
providelincarcerated and formerly incarcerated peoplera‘high-quality/plats
form for their voices! to be heard. We provide our collaborators the tools
to carry out top tier albums from start to completion, allowing them/to
strengthen their sense of' identity and professionalism in ani environment
that often prohibits intellectual and creative growth. OQur musiciansilift up
the unheard stories of some of the most marginalized peoplein our com-
munities, changing the narrative on prison in America.

THROUGH
OUR WORK

aimitoibuildiculturalipower forlincarceratediandiformerly incar-

peopleifandiincreaselpubliciawarenessiofisystemici racism,

massjincarcernationjfandiinequitylinipolicingkanditheljudicial system;
~centeringkthelvoicesfofi directlylimpacted®




Dear Friend of DJC,

You might be thinking, whether you’re reading this in 2021 or in 2121, we could not have
picked a stranger time to launch as a record label: 2020. A global pandemic the likes of
which the world had not seen for a century. A summer of protests with an energy of the
1960s and 70s. Masses of people stuck at home, seperated from their loved ones, at risk
of catching a deadly virus. And yet for all the calamities 2020 held, with grit, passion, and
a ton of volunteer hours, Die Jim Crow Records had a remarkable first year officially as a
record label.

It started out as a more normal year would, with us recording in two South Carolina prisons
for upcoming projects B. Alexis and The Masses. Following those sessions, | travelled to
Nashville to lay down a bunch of instrumentation for the Territorial project with some sea-
soned Americana players. Meanwhile, BL Shirelle’s debut aloum (and our label’s first full
length LP!) was in the mixing process, and things were off to an exciting start.

As the world began to shut down in March, we became very concerned about the musi-
cians we work with in prison and knew we had to do something. After a couple long con-
versations with BL, who is also our Deputy Director, we decided to push the release of her
album and launch a PPE Into Prisons campaign in an attempt to help serve our communi-
ty; some of the country’s most vulnerable.

And that we did. From April 13 to October 28, our PPE campaign raised over $25,000
and helped us send 30,285 masks to 26 prisons and jails in 16 states. Engaging our fans
stuck at home, we held 20 virtual concerts featuring 138 performers from all over world,
18 of whom were formerly or currently incarcerated. While this was a shift in direction, it
was well worth it. Initiatives like our PPE Into Prisons campaign show the public that, while
high-quality music and art is what drives us, we are an organization of activists as well; and
the two are of equal importance.

“Confronted with an excess of talent, the team

has expanded significantly...” .
~ @Pitchfork

On Juneteenth 2020, BL Shirelle’s Assata Troi released to wide media attention in the LA Times,
BBC, NPR, and Pitchfork. A sonic exploration of hip hop, rock, and R&B, the album is about own-
ing one’s past pain and turning it into power. As an LGBTQ Black artist/activist who served ten
years in prison, BL's message came at a crucial time for the culture, and | believe the reaches of
this album have not even scratched the surface yet.

In September, we teased the Territorial album with the release of “America The Merciful,” the
album’s first single, which premiered on Grammys.com along with an in-depth article on the
project. Our last release of the year, “The Meaning of Christmas,” also gave a taste of what is
to come with Territorial, as bandmember Michael Tenneson is the track’s singer and author, and
it was mixed by Matthew Cullen (Lady Gaga, My Morning Jacket, Lana Del Rey). This song’s
catchiness and depth you’ll find more of with the long-awaited Tlaxihuiqui (Summer 2021), Ter-
ritorial’s first LP offering.

Though the year held many unexpected turns, it was ultimately a time of growth and settling in
at a reasonable pace. All of the time spent indoors helped us strengthen our team and our ad-
ministrative capacity. We learned to coordinate better, to schedule more realistically, and to be
adaptable in times of unexpected duress.

We also grappled with the challenges that come with being a new and growing non-profit. Our
team, including myself, is still largely volunteer, and we’re able to continue our work by having
other jobs that support us or by subletting our apartments and living with parents (hint hint at my
sitch).

And yet we’ve never been in a better place. We saw a growth of 31% in revenue last year, and
are shooting for a 50% growth this year*. We have Tlaxihuiqui dropping in August and B. Alexis
in the Fall. The Masses to follow in 2022. And much more. So, I’'m hopeful and excited. Also
grateful... that you’re here for the journey!

Yours,

Fury Young
Executive Director & founder

* Bear in mind our 2019 activities were much smaller and 2020 was our first year as a functioning label.
Photo by Fury Young. L-R: BL Shirelle, B. Alexis, and FY at Camille Griffin Graham CI (Columbia SC). February 2020.



“Prior to DJC I'd been struggling with what to do with my
- music. | figured with a thirty year sentence I’d be too old to come
£ \ : out trying to establish myself as a ‘renowned rapper.’ So | had
; AN b "S& : >, all these brainstorms that really didn’t sit well with me; sell my
" = ‘ Iyrlcs ‘turn them into poetry, use them in a memoir, or just trash
S
P R O G R A M H I G1H L I G H T S 2)0 2 0 them. | thought those were my only options. It never dawned
on me that while in prison I'd see my dream coming true, but
N E W RECOIRTUDINGS DJC has given me a pla_tform tc_: express; to show my music on
a professional level | didn’t think possible. In the process I've
In February, DJC recorded two upcoming projects out of South Carolina: met som,e ?Wesome and au”?er?tlcf peop _Ie and”l feel honored to
The Masses, an LP recorded with a 10-member hip-hop collective at call DJC’s ‘motley crew of misfits’ my friends.

Allendale Correctional Facility, and B. Alexis, whose project will be the
first solo album ever recorded by a woman in prison.

The Masses, whose project will also be a debut, put forward nuanced
explorations of racial profiling and the trauma inflicted by prisons along-
side powerful lyrics that speak to the group’s collective power: “The
Masses / Movement / Voice of the voiceless / Soldiers of fortune / The
poor and unfortunate...”

v I R T U A L

B. Alexis, who is serving a 30 year sentence, takes us on an introspec-
tive journey of a streetsmart-meets-booksmart rapper who channels the
firmness of Scarface and the mystique of Lauryn Hill.

V O L U M E S

Closing out the trip in early March, we spent two days in Nashville re- K I € K O F F

cording dazzling instrumentation with veteran Americana session play-

ers for the upcoming Territorial project. Following the success of our PPE Into

Prisons concerts, on #GivingTuesday we
launched Virtual Volumes, a monthly bene-
fit concert series that features musicians on
our roster alongside other musicians who
are invested in our mission, including sev-
.J.C. A : : eral popular artists such as DIIV, Shamir,
L L Xe . . The Nude Party and KeiyaA. Volume one
Qi e had over 70 RSVPs and raised over $1.5K
for the Territorial LP’s mixing and mastering

costs.
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@he Philadelphia Tnquirer

In celebration of the Assata Troi album release, BL Shirelle hosted an album launch in which she honored

2020 SELECT PRESS
ten formerly incarcerated women for their contributions as activists and entrepenuers in their communities.

The .
omen for their contributi nd entr " or BIB Atlantic
Each woman spoke on their experiences reintegrating successfully into society. Assata Troi, which means
“she who struggles is a warrior,” could not have been a more fitting alboum to honor in this fashion. ffos Angeles Cimes




R ENSE A'S E S

In 2020 we released our first full length album, BL Shirelle’s critically
acclaimed Assata Troi, which was called “passionate and poetic”’ by
The Philadelphia Inquirer.

In addition to a single and music video from BL’s album, we released
our first single from the Territorial project, “America The Merciful,”
which premiered on Grammys.com.

In total we released 1 LP and 3 Singles featuring three incarcerated
artists and three formerly incarcerated artists.

AMERICA THE MERCIFUL rear. UNO

PPE
INTO Nt
PRISONS _ '~

alex tatarsky bates ben pagano DJc
amabirch ~stephen alexander RECORDS

As a response to the
COVID pandemic, DJC
launched a crowdfunding
campaign to help keep
folks in prison safe.

. 30,285 masks delivered
. Over two dozen prisons, jails, and
ICE detention centers reached

. 19 states

. Over $25,000 raised

. 20 benefit shows featuring 138
performers, 18 of whom are for-
merly or currently incarcerated.
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FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Statement of Activities

For the year ending December 31, mm
$88,607 $67,605

Revenue
Contributions, grants, and other income
Government grants
Gifts in-kind and contributed services
Total Revenue

Expenses

Program services* $63,026 $15,917
Fundraising & Development

$33,453 $14,570

($10,729) $35,419

Administration & Operations

Total Expenses
Excess/(shortfall) of revenue over expense
Restricted funds balance excess/(shortfall) for programs

and capital projects.
Change in Net Assets ($10,729) $35,419
Net assets at beginning of year

Net Assets at End of year $26,040 $36,769

Balance Sheet

For the year ending December 31, mm
$43,103 $36,769

Assets
Cash and cash equivalents
Grants and contributions receivable
Fixed assets
Total Assets
Liabilities and Net Assets

Accounts payable and accrued expenses and line of
credit

Deferred revenue

Total Libailities
Net assets
Unrestricted

Temporarily restricted $15,000 $36,769

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $43,103 $36,769

Percent Breakdown of Total Expenses

Administration & Operations

Program services

Fundraising & Development

Percent Breakdown of Program Expenses

Merchandise

PPE Into Prisons Campaign

Production of albums

36.5% and content

Recording Incarcerated Musicians

Of Note:
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Donors Federica Tassano Linda Polk Sara Press
Gerry & Lorraine Givnish Lindsay Swain Sarah Beltran
Abolition Apostles (Da- glynn cartledge Lissa Skitosly Sarah Enelow-Snyder

Jacob Hoffpauir Mary Hamrick
8 acob Young Mary Shelton
allagher Matt Allan
Mat
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am Dixon
iam Seligson
aira Toribio
Raymond
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FOURCATERS

The Robert &

Our Team Our Board of Directors

Fury Young - Executive Director/founder Dr. Leila Adu-Gilmore Elisse LaTonya Mye

BL Shirelle - Deputy Director Eric Borsuk Elizabeth Ensslin Latrice Crosby
James Joseph Gallagher - Label Manager Maxwell Melvins Ella Anderson Lauren Mooney
Maxwell Melvins - Senior Advisor BL Shirelle Ellis Rose Lauren Vanzandt-Esco- .
Lauren Vanzandt-Escobar - Grant Writer Mark Springer ES 2 SelNElS 3
Royal Young Gist Fury Young Emma Lejeune Lava Lamprey Samue_l Bridgeford
" A Ena Bell Lee Ballinger Santeri Ruonavaara
Ted Jamison - Volunteer Coordinator Erik Erikson Leila Adu-Gilmore Sara Bennett

Justis Malker - Marketing Strategist
Nara Avakian - Social Media Volunteer
Batya Roth - General Counsel



PPE Into Prisons Donors

Donor

Aaron Jacobs
Aaron Stock

Abhiti Prabahar
Adam Haight

Adam Hartzler
Adam Schatz
Adaobi Ibida

Ahja Haedicke
Aimee Fountain
Alena Perszyk
Alethia Davis

Alex B.

Alexa Catao
Alexander McLinden
Alexander Shulan
Alexandra Bochetto
Alexandra Buckey
Alexandra DiPalma
Alice Corbett

Alicia Kroell

Alisha Davis

Alison Corbett
Aliyah Veal

Allison Mando
Alma Rosa Montanez
Amanda Fujibayashi
Amanda Marinaccio
Amanda Seybold
Amorelle Jacox
Amy

Amy Boyer

Amy Friedman
Amy Kalmon

Amy Zanoni

Ana Andrade
Ananda Ferrari Ossanai
Andrew Choi
Andrew Clem

Andy Chen

Anna Adler

Anna McGuffie
Anna Tome
Anna-Maria Babcock
Anne Rosen

Anne White

Annie Carlson
Annika Finne

Anny Oberlink
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anonymous
Anthony Onas

April Blankenship
April Kalmon
Arthur Ivan Bravo
Asha Saluja

Ashley Hefnawy
Barbara Allan
Barbara Daniel

Ben Smith
Bernadine Boisson
Beth-ann & Richard Kirby
Bette Jamison

BLM

Breanna Boppre
Brenda Ringwald
Brendan Hines
Brett J. Elam

Brian Lawlor
Brianna Ibarra
Bryce Wilson

CN

C. L. FIELDS

Caitlyn Tella

Camad Hembree
Cameron McLinden
Camilla Walter
Carla McLean

carol smith

Carole Eady-Porcher
Carole Symer
Caroline Bastarache
Cassie Urbenz

Cat Quinlan
Catherine Bailard
Catherine Moreno
Catie Bailard

Catt Small

Chad Bradford
Chris Donoghue
Chris Gioffre
Christa Hartsock
Christina Graham
Christine Primi
Cindy Parrish

Claire Sylvan
Claudia Lee

Cody Fitzgerald
Conor Wallace
Coral Pope

Corina Perez

Dale Krupla

Danez Smith

Daniel Beck

Daniel Genoves-Sylvan
Daniel Schleifer
Daniel T Abdul-Malak
Danielle Dawkins
danny evans

david hicks

Davie Kaufmann
Deborah Oster Pannell
Deborah Tobola
Debra Dickerson
Delia Bloom

Delisa Hamichand
Denise Lescano-Lines
Deron Smith

Deron Snyder
Devon Fleury
Devon Thompson
Dierdre Shea
Dominic Calderon
Dominic Russo
Donna Houman
Doug Schrashun
Douglas Laustsen
Douglas Poole
Drew Blundell

Dylan Griffin

Ed Malone

Edward O’Hara
Elizabeth Lorris Ritter
Elizabeth Muir
Elizabeth Mydlowsko
Elle Tilden

Ellen Hardcastle
Ellen Miles

Elliott Joe

Emilia Olsen

Emilie Connolly
Emily Martin

Emily R Hunt

Emily Rogers

Emily Smith

emily specht

Emily Sugrue

emma quail

Erica Niemiec

Erin Augis

Erin Mcintosh
Erin McQueen
Erin Skinner
Ethan Oberman
Eve Ahearn
Farnaz Perry
Ford Phillips
Frances Li
Francesca Caruso
Franchesta Wilson
Frank Barnes Il
Fred Irving

GR

gabby fluke-mogul
Gabriel Raines
Gail Wechsler
Georgia Power
Gerry Givnish
Grace Yun

Greg Burns
Gregory Everitt
Gregory Henry
Gregory Tersoff
Hamilton Berry
Hannah Duggan
Hannah Landy
Hannah Prince
Hannah Stallkamp
Harpal

Heather Schmittdiel
Heidi Ferrell
Heidi McCafferty
Hollye Bynum
Hope F

lan Anderson
llana Kaplan
Inder S

Isaiah Peters
Israel Eiss
lvanna Baranova
Izaak Sunleaf
Jacek Smolicki
Jacinth H

Jack Fleischer
Jack Maloney
Jacki Visman
Jackie Aitken
Jacob Moore
Jacob Shank
Jacques Brierre
Jahmila Moller
James Joseph Gallagher
James Salwen
Janani Nathan
Jane Herro
Jane Weisfelner
Jared Kemp
jasmine spacher
Jason Guthartz
Jason Kemp
Jeneva Parks
Jenn Esteves
Jennifer Finn
Jennifer Herold
Jennifer Shipon
Jenny Zhang
Jerrod Brown
Jerry S

Jerry Stahl

Jess Harp
Jessica Aker
Jessica Garcia
Jessica Harper
Jessica Johnson
Jessica Ng

Jessica Witt

Jill Schneider

JN KW

Jodie Gordon
Jody Nagel

joey t

Johanny Valdez
Jon Simon
Jonathan Siebels
Jorge Rossy Costa
Jose Guerrero
Judith Simon
Julia Alsop

Julia Bistriceanu
Julia Lazareck
Julia Wolfe

julian g

Julie Stipe

Justin Jones
Justin Schafer
Kah Yangni

Karen Romo
Kariemah Shah
Karl Berger

Kat Tedesco

Kate Ginna

Kate Miles

Kate Strauss
Katharine DeWitt
Katherine A Tilford
Katherine Rusch
Kathryn Nowinski
Katie Shimko
Katie Walter

Katy Rea

Kayla E

Kayla Fisher

Keir Harris

Keith Brooks
Kelly

Kelsey Ragsdale
Kenneth Goldman
Kenzie Rowlett
Kerry

Kevin Goldberg
Kevin Hays
Kimber Nelson
Krissy Bressan
LAKEYLA WHITAKER
Laura Asher
Laura Shea
Lauren Katzman
Lauren Mooney
Lauren Renaud
Lauren Segal
Laurie Abel

Layli Wilson

Lea Zalinskis
LeAnne Payne
Lee Wengraf
Leila Adu-Gilmore
Leo Bowen

leora fuller

Leslie Korein

Lila Babb

lily randall

Lily Randall

Linda Polk

Lisa Borsuk

Liz Thompson
Lorena Linero Lopez
Lucia Hinojosa Gaxiola
Lukas Adgate
Lynne Elizabeth
Madison Noel
Maggie Norby-Adams

Mallie Froehlich
Mamajoe Vramajoe
Margi Conklin
Marie Gadda
Marion Hinton
Mark Atkinson
Mary Hamrick
Mary Kenney
Mary MacMillan
Mary Parker

Matt Allan

Matt Dole
Matthew Allan
Matthew Bussa
Matthew Daddona
matthew harrison
Matthew Kafoury
Matthew Politoski
Max Ornstein
Maxana Goettl
MC Moran

Meg Rumsey-Lasersohn
Meghan Goode
Mekenzye S
Meredith Spencer
michael berman
Michael Etten
Michael Patrick Smith
Michael Preiss
Michael Schnapp
Michelle Phelps
Mikayla R Foote
Mikey Zee

Ming Lin

Misty Castaneda
Morgan Mullings
Mykel Mogg
Natalye St. Lucia
Nav Singh

Neill Raper

Niall Cunningham
Nicholas StOnge
Nick Walther
Nicole Fleetwood
Nicole Kulick
Nikki Smirl
Nikolas Fournier
Noah Barker
Noah Johns

Nora Demere
Nora McKinnon
Oliver Spencer
Olivia Durif

Pablo Ripolles
Pamela Dehaven-wood
Pamela Romero
Pascal Stevenson
Patricia Kogos
Pavel Samsonov
Phyllis LH
Quashana Ponder
RA

Rachel Levenson
Rachel McBride
Rachel Statham
Raquel Aimazan
Rayaan Anil Khatau
Rebeca Escalona Rosas
Rebecca Codas
Rebecca Vitarelle
Rebekah Mayle
Red Hart-Smith
Reginald Gowland
Riley McShane
Rob Pawson
robert newman

Rosalie Finkelstein
Roya Haroun
Royal Young

Ruby Singh

Ryan Eykholt

s hart

Sam Ashman

Sam Barber

Sam Kogos

Sam Margevicius
Sam Orner
Samantha Kohl
Samuel Bordenave
Sara Bennett
Sara Weiss

Sarah Bowen
Sarah Erwin
Sasha Ali

Sequoia Snyder
Seth Frazier
Shannon Lee
Simon Lejeune
Sophia DeVito
Sophie Salem
Soraya Perry
Soren Roi
Stanford Chisholm
stefan nelson
Stephanie Babirak
Stephen Levine
Steve McLinden
Steven Swiller
Sundeep Sood
Tara Hanish
Tatiana Maslany
Ted Jamison

Tefft

The Kellie Duggan Foundation

Thea Glassman
Tiana Gaudioso
Tiffany Curren
Timothy Myer
Ting Ding
Tonya Walton
travis martin
Trevorlyn
Trude Chandler
Ursula Sommer
Valerie Fitzgerald
Veronica Leach
Victoria Ruiz
Willem Boning
William Silva
Zane West
Zina Noel

Zoe Dale

zora tucker



LOOK OUT

« TERRITORIAL TLAXIHUIQUI - August 2021
+ B. ALEXIS - Fall 2021
- THE MASSES - Q1-2 2022

Releases dates are subject to change.

Report design and text by Fury Young. Released May 2021.

Edited by Lauren Vanzandt-Escobar.

Photos by FY except for front cover by Britni West. Album art by FY.

PPE flyers by FY, Mark Loughney, Lauren Vanzandt-Escobar, Keith Brazley,
Tameca Cole, Gregory Bolden, Nayade Berm(dez Brito, and Joshua Earls.

Die Jim Crow Records
636 Kosciuszko St. #3R
Brooklyn NY 11221



